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hunting down the Communist revolutionaries. In Telangana two
thousand villages had been brought under the Red Flag and were
actually under Communist rule. Our model community was destroy-
ed step by step.
In those two thousand villages land had been distributed to the
tillers and properties had been brought under community control;
so I had heard. I was filled with anguish and rage at the thought that
the Indian revolution was being destroyed in the womb.
I came again to Madras and stayed at my uncle's house at
Perambur. He desired that I should join a school and resume my
studies. I declined stating that I was ashamed to join the sixth grade
when already 15-years-old. That, however, was not the real reason.
My stay at his place was only to re-establish contact with the
revolutionaries.
Even though the Communist Party was banned, trade unions
under the influence of Communists continued to function. In
the office of the Tamil Nadu Provincial Trade Union Congress at
Broadway, the Tramway Workers Union at Chintadripet and other
such places, there were many trade union friends whom I knew. I
established daily contact with them. Sometimes they assigned me
certain tasks to be performed secretly. I delighted in completing
such tasks with a keen sense of duty.
Day by day the Communists became increasingly disorganized as a
result of police repression. Communist activity was no longer on the
scale of a "movement." It came down to the level of violent deeds
by individuals. Nonetheless, to experience them and hear about them
sharpened one's militant instincts and brought to one a sense of the
heroic.
The repressive actions of the police were most cruel and heartless.
Hundreds of Communist comrades died most unjustly. In Salem
22 persons were shot to death in the prison. Communists were
tortured in the police "lock-up." Hearing about the incidents of
torture made me feel as though my whole body was on fire/ Above
everything, within the party itself, self-destructive tendencies were
afoot. In sum, the Communist Party which had occupied a position
second only to the Congress, had become dispersed, disorganized,
and disintegrated in the space of one year.
I did not believe that the disarray of the Communist Party had
been brought about only because of the government's repressive
measures. After a year I too realized that sectarianism and secret